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teenth century, that went far to destroy the agricultural classes
that the earlier policy had created.

(b) France.

The story of the French peasantry has little in common with
that of the English peasants.

In both countries, however, the old strip farms, with their
communal grazing and other rights in association with the
demesne of a seigneur or lord, were still, at the beginning of the
seventeenth century, in existence. But we find a difference of
the treatment of this old institution; though innumerable
instances of enclosure, by appropriation or by agreement be-
tween the lords and the communes, had already taken place at
that time and continued from generation to generation, whilst
in the nineteenth century there was legislation directed to
throwing strips together and creating compact plots, there was
nothing in France to correspond with the general policy of
enclosure that was adopted in England. And in fact the peasants'
plots have to a large extent remained scattered until to-day, and
are admitted to be still a serious problem.

In some at least of the French provinces at the commence-
ment of the period under review the peasantry enjoyed a sub-
stantial measure of freedom, and to this extent their status
compared not altogether unfavourably with that of the average
English peasant. Moreover, from the seventeenth century on-
wards the French peasant appears to have had some personal
rights under the law of the land and was not quite so much
at the mercy of his lord as were his fellows in eastern Europe;
he could hardly be flogged to death or tortured. But taken in
the mass, the French peasantry still formed in the early years
of the seventeenth century the basis of a strongly entrenched
feudal system, and indeed right up to the French Revolution
the lords' claims on the energy and property of the peasants
were so overwhelming as to reduce them at times to a state of
extreme poverty and misery. There were periods, it is true,
when their condition showed some signs of improvement.
Moreover, France being composed of a number of provinces,